

Assessment Objectives
Assessment objectives (AOs) are set by Ofqual and are the same across all GCSE English Language specifications and all exam boards. The exams and Spoken Language endorsement will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives.
· AO1: identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas; select and synthesise evidence from different texts
· AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views
· AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts
· AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts
· AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. (This requirement must constitute 20% of the marks for each specification as a whole.)
Not all AOs are assessed in this unit: 
· In Section A: AO1, 2 and 3 are assessed
· In Section B: AO5 and AO6 are assessed
· AO4 is not assessed in this exam and is not detailed above




[image: ] [image: ]  Source A and Source B, above are examples of the texts you could get in the exam for Language Paper 2 Section A: Reading.  You need to read the questions first and then read the sources so you know what you are going to be writing about as you read and look for your evidence.  You can highlight as you read.
The questions are broken down, below, with the answers for question 1.
You can use this as a practice paper.
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PRACTICE
GCSE English Language Sample AQA Paper
Paper Two
Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 
1 hour and 45 minutes
Section A - Reading   Section B - Writing
Instructions 
· Answer all questions
· You must answer the questions in the spaces provided
· You must not use a dictionary
Information 
· The marks for questions are shown in brackets
· The maximum mark for this paper is 80
· There are 40 marks for Section A and 40 marks for Section B
· You are reminded of the need for good English and clear presentation in your answers
· Do all rough work on the paper. Cross through any work you do not want marked
· You will be assessed on your reading in Section A
· You will be assessed on the quality of your writing in Section B
Advice 
· You are advised to spend about 15 minutes reading through the sources and all five questions you have to answer
· You should make sure that you leave sufficient time to check your answers.
Section A: Reading
Source A – you will need to download/print the pdf separately
The extract is taken an autobiographical work called the Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave, published in 1845 in Boston, America. It is taken from Chapter 10, Page 61.
Frederick Douglass was born into slavery but escaped and he became a powerful campaigner against slavery which led to the slaves being freed in America. In this extract he talks about his relationship with his slave master, Mr Covey, and his assistant, Mr Hughes, and what he learnt from this relationship.
Source B – you will need to download/print the pdf separately
The extract is taken from a speech in December 2013 by the US President, Barack Obama on the death of Nelson Mandela. It is a tribute to the life of Nelson Mandela, who rose from being a political prisoner in South Africa to being the first black president of South Africa. This is a shortened version of the original speech.
Mandela had fought against apartheid in South Africa. Apartheid was a policy adopted in South Africa in which black people were classified as inferior to white people and segregated from them.
For reference, the term Madiba used in the extract was a family name for Nelson Mandela.
Section A: Reading 
Answer all questions in this section
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.
Question 1. Read again Source A from lines 1-16.
Choose four statements below which are TRUE. Put a tick alongside those that you think are true. Choose a maximum of four statements.
A. Frederick was glad to obey and go and feed the horses.
B. Mr Covey felt that he could do what he wanted with Frederick.
C. Frederick had decided beforehand to fight back against Mr Covey.
D. Mr Covey was expecting Frederick to fight back.
E. Mr Covey was frightened by Frederick.
F. Hughes was alongside Mr Covey in the stable throughout this incident.
G. Hughes attempted to tie both of Frederick’s hands.
H. Frederick fights back against both Mr Covey and Hughes. ( 4 Marks)
Question 2. You need to refer to Source A and Source B for this question.
Use details from both sources. Write a summary of the similarities between Frederick Douglass and Nelson Mandela. (8 marks)
Question 3. You now need to refer only to Source B, the speech by Barack Obama about Nelson Mandela.
How does Barack Obama use language in this speech to present his feelings about Nelson Mandela? (12 marks)
Question 4. For this question, you need to refer to the whole of Source A together with Source B.
Compare how the two writers convey their strong personal beliefs in these extracts and their beliefs in the importance of having freedom.
In your answer, you should: 
· Compare the ideas about freedom and personal beliefs being conveyed
· Compare the methods the writers use to convey these beliefs
· Support your ideas with quotations from both texts. (16 marks)
Section B: Writing
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.
You are reminded of the need to plan your answer.
You should write in full sentences.
You should leave enough time to check your work at the end.
Question 5. ‘Violence is not the solution to conflict between people’.
Write a speech for your class in which you explain your point of view on this statement. 
(24 marks for content and organisation- 16 marks for technical accuracy) (40 marks) 
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‘Souree A: Articein The Telegraph about good manners ~ 28% May 2015

"Whatever happened to basic g00d manners? b Eiemr Doy

There are Sew things i ssie o dislike than bad mssnere. They're everywhere, and thei insprovemment seems to
e decressngly importan to sociey. fsomeons dossu' send 3 hank you cad — hats bad mamners. I hey talk
about themselves ks uter bore and never sk how you ave ifthey borrow things and never give them back.
When they push onto the tube bustrain without Iting you,or that it o Idy, get off it not just bad
vammars, bt a filre tolsten t smple nstuctions. But onething tht i incressingly pparent st many paogls
of my generationsinnply fil o engage the mansers they weregiven. Social skilsand o school politenessare
nderated in s socaty that choose t sare st it Phone in an swkward stution

In Monday's Tumes, 2 story went out about Barclays' LfsSkills prograzane, which helps young peopl propel
hemsalvesino jobs and work experience when they might othervise have strugeledto doso. The headlne rad:
“Brightest pupils dos't kow how o shaks hads baforsiterviews'. A il it sensaionalit, sure — bt hat's OF It
doust mean hat every bight pupl doesz’t kmows how £ shake hands 2t inerview, but whatever it maans, its
prety bleak. It goeson to say that young people are unzble to mak eye contact and talk to roven ups without
incobarently mumbling — hat many can't pick themselves up enough t plan what hey 2 oing o wear thenight
bafors, aud whare they's going o £

My gansraion, speifcllythos slightly younger han e, are what I eallthe peak Xborers. Taks , 2 an example.
Hi' 18 years od,fom a prety norealfaenily, b 2 gilfind and 2 ar. Prfers the later o things o mostly
anything else, axcapt maybe his Xbos. fyou go to C's house for dinmer bis parents srugal f got b out of the
‘playrocm because h' glus to his gaming console. His frends areal th same. Whn they do come tothe tble,
quistly 2nd don'treally engage with the adults, One fsls tht pahaps ther s are stunted by
verexposure to bangs and pops and thejuddering o the animated machine gun And et C s going fo wniversity this

soug paopls that would benefit fromn LifsSkills Quit smply because be doss't

Bt as brilznt 2 LifsSls s, it bags a question as fo wy thse kils aren't bing taught somevhee else. At school?
Maybe, butsciols are pushed fo time, money and people resources 25 it i, nd if we 2dd deportment and 'good
ssanners to th it of things that joumnaliste and polificiass think schools should teach, hen suddesly the Dasp Sex
Serolls begin o lock quit short.

‘Should it come from home? Wel ye, probaby. I can' remenmber who tught me o shake someone's hand but [

ot thik hare was 3 whls lasson o it

(Cam e bl tachaology? Posiby. Norw, f we arelos t 2 bus stop,we ook down 2 o phones - we'd raher do
hat than 25k someone in the street. [f e are walting ouiside th fran sation fo someons, we fddle withour
tachuology — 3t lesst, my generation doss,

I oo frto condaamn ll satghonss o Room 10] because they mak people suti-socal, bt for young peogle,
ey are 2 very real danger.

Good manners sud adaqute social skill  in an iserview scsnario or fhenise — might seen 3 temuous lsk tothe
perls ofthe smarphone, but the decline o society bas coincdad with the ever-incressng digita euvironmast.

(Good on LfeSkills s ver —for ying realy had o male Iifebeter for these kids. I’ just a piy hat anyome
should need o intervans. There i no subsitt fo good mammers - even if Debrats now publish Netiquatt’
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‘Sousee B: Bl Thorawell was  noted socia advisr in America dsring the ninetsuth centry. Here are 3 v
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Gaitand Carisze

A lady ougtto adopt 2 modast and messured it too great hury injres the grace which ought to charactrize
ber. She should not fum her head on one sids nd on the other, especialy in largstowns o cities, whers tis bad
it seems to be an invitation to th impertnent A ady should ot present herself alone in 2 ibrary, or 3 museum,
mless she goss there o stuy, or work s am arist.

Gentlamen's atendance. - ARertiligh, 2 youmg Lad would not be conducting herselfin 2 becoming manser, by
walking alons; 3 if she passes the evening with uy o, e ough, beforshand, o provide somme ome o come for
ber 3t 2 stated hour; bt i€ i is not practeabl,she should pliely ask o the person whom ske is visifng,
permit s servantto ecompany her

Attntions to Othess

When you are passing inthe street, and see coming towards you  person o your acquaintanes, whether  lady or
an sderly person, you should offer them the wall, hat s to 52y, the sde nextthe houses. 1£3 cariage should bappen.
o stop, in such 3 manner 2 to leave oy  mamows passage befween it nd the Bouses, beware of elborwing and
rudely erowding the passengers, with a viw o get by more expeditously; wait your tum, nd if my one of the
persons before mentioned comes up, you should edge up o the vll,inordertogive them theplace. They also, 25
ey pass, should bow poliely to you.

Raisingthe D

When tipping overthe pavement,  ady should gracefullyraise er dess 2 il above her nkle. Wit th right
band, she should bold together e flds ofher govwn, 2nd dra them fowards theright side. To raisethe dress on.
ot sides, and with both bands, i vlgar. This ungraceful pracics can only b folerated for 3 moment,when the
i very dep.

Speskingto Yous Hshand

A lady should not say "my husband." except among intimates; in every othr c2s she should address him by his
name, callng im "N ¢ s equally proper, except on oecasions of caramony, and whileske i quite youms, o
desiguate kim b bischrstian name

Never se theintal of  persos nam to dssigaate him; 25 M. B, "M L. et Nothing i 50 odiows as tohear 3.
1dy spaak of hr husband, or, ndsed, any one slse, 35 M. B

Hiowa lady should b spoken of by hr hushand.- s equally mproper for  genleman to s2y "my wife”excapt
smong very intimate fiends; he should metion her 5 "Mis. So-and-s0." When i privat,the xprassion "my dese”
or merly the christian mams, i considered is ecordance withthe bst usage smong the mors refinad.




image4.png
Question only 4 Marks
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You only need to
APeople’s manners are getting better. il ienants
BIt s good manners to send people thank you cards.
CYou should get onto a train before leting people off_ oo "
DBarclay’s Life Skills help older people get jobs. 4~ |
EThe Times reported young people don’t know how to shake hands.
FThe story in The Times was published on a Monday.
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